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Abstract

The construction of V+yixia in Mandarin Chinese has long been held as a strategy for softening tones. However, this paper, which
addresses V+yixia as a vague duration adverbial, has found that V+yixia camies more contextual implications than had been
previously proposed by other studies. The communicational assumptions which V+yixia conveys are closely related to speech acts
types. First, it may serve as a politeness strategy in directives. Second, in assertives, \+yixia may imply the speaker's personal
attitude towards the activity presented; showing that the activity is not one of great importance but rather a casual one of little
significance. With this meaning, V+yixia may enable the speaker to avoid communication discord, express hisfher uncertain
commitment to the statement, or introduce a negative view of the activity. Third, in offers, V+yixia may function to show paliteness.
Moreover, it may also carry the speaker's modast evaluation of his/her own ability or may carry his/her pessimistic estimate of the
probability of the desired result. In this sense, \V+yixia appears to help the speaker keap him/herself from taking full responsibility and
allows the speaker to protect him/herself from potential criticism. Finally, in blamings V+yixia allows the speaker to convey his/her
consideration for the hearer's face.
© 2012 Elsevier B.\. All rights reserved.

Keywords: V+yixia, Vagueness; Time duration adverbial, Politeness; Points of view; Subjectivity; intersubjectivity

1. Introduction

The construction of V+yixia in Mandarin Chinese actually bears two different but closely related meanings (e.g., Li,
1981; Ma, 2004; Xiangyuan, 1984). First, as seen in example (1), yixia can be used to specify that an action referred to by
the verb has been completed once (where yi means one, and xia is a verb classifier). This is yixia's Classifier meaning.
Second, as seen in example (2), yixia can be used as a temporal measure adverbial to vaguely quantify the short duration
of an activity denoted by the verb. In this Temporal Adverbial meaning, yixia can be translated into ‘for a short while,” or
sometimes “(for) a second’ or ‘(for) a little bit', etc.

(1}  Classifier V+yixia
wo gege Zai wo de tou shang dale i xia.
| brother on | NOM head up hit ASP one:CLA
‘My brother hit me once on the head.’

Abbreviafions: VW, verb; CLA, classifier; ASP, aspectual marker; TMA, time measure adverbial; N, negator; PRT, particle; NOM, nominalizer;
BA, the ba structure; Q, question marker; ASSC, associative(-de); DE, resultative de.
* Comespondence address: Lushanlu 36, Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan 410081, China. Tel.: +86 18273147103,
E-mall address: JiangxiangpingG@hotmail.com.

0378-2166/5 — see front matter © 2012 Elseviar BV, All rights resarved.
http:fidx.dei.org/10.1016/.pragma 2012 08.004
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A Study on Korean Students’ Acquisition of Punctuation Marks

ZENG Lijuan , TANG Xianging

Abstract: By examining a 300 ,000-word corpus of Korean students’ interlanguage,
the paper analyzes the usage of 28 categories of punetuation marks, The findings show that
the cases of correct use, error use and the proportion of three usages, namely the Periods
that express the tone of the statement, the Commas after the adverbial Predicate and the
Comma used between longer predicates are among the top four. Therefore, the three
usages should be the focus and difficult points of teaching, Using the methods of correct
frequency, correct rate and implication scale, the paper discusses Korean students '
aequisition order of puneluations, and then puts forward graded teaching suggestions
according to the appearance rate and syntactic complexity of the clauses where the
punctuations belong to.

Keywords: Korean studenls; puncluation; usage; scquisition order
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